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IN GOD’S IMAGE 

 

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 

created them; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27 NRSV) 

Icons are images of humans who are created in God’s image. So the 2015 

Uniting Church Icon Schools exhibition is called “In God’s Image”. 

The Uniting Church Icon Schools are celebrating their twentieth 

anniversary this month. The first school began at Otira in Kew. Subsequent 

schools were established at St James, Wattle Park and at the Toorak 

Uniting Church. With the sale of Otira and the building of the Centre for 

Theology and Ministry (CTM) the Otira School moved to the CTM, then all 

three schools moved to Auburn Uniting Church where a permanent office 

and work shed were established. Hundreds of iconographers across the 

churches have been introduced to icon writing by these Schools. 

The current membership of the Schools represents a broad range of 

experience and influence from across the world of iconography. We each 

seem to be drawn towards our own favourite exponents and styles. The 

rich diversity of many teachers that this engenders can be seen in the 

exhibition.  

The Italian style taught by Ursula Betka (Australia) can be seen in ornate 

gold work and elaborately decorated clothing (16, 17, 19).1 

Prosopon is a Russian icon school in America that teaches its style through 

a series of DVDs. It is characterised by the blending of different hues by 

pooling layers of paint creating a complex fusion of colour (2, 28, 36). 

  

                                                           
1 Numbers in brackets refer to icon numbers in the exhibition 
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Aidan Hart (UK) through a monumental book on icon painting2 and a 

workshop attended by Rob Gallacher in 2014 is guiding technique, notably 

in a style of painting faces that allows the white gesso to shine through the 

flesh coloured pigments (9, 25, 26, 37). 

Philip Davydov and Olga Shalamova (St Petersburg) have conducted icon 

workshops at the Australian Catholic University over several summers. A 

number of artists from our Schools attend the workshops and the 

influence is evident. (5, 18) 

More basic distinctions of style are apparent between the exhibition icons 

of European churches (Greece and Russia) (7, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 18, 25, 27) 

and African icons of Egypt (Coptic) (3, 4, 33, 35), and Ethiopia (20, 32). 

African icons are characterised by shorter figures and larger eyes. 

There is growing evidence in our Icon Schools of members making their 

own artistic decisions. Composition, blending of colours, contrasting tone 

variations are more the artists’ choices so that the icons of the past 

become models for our new creations rather than objects to be copied. 

The result is an attempt to become more attuned to contemporary culture 

and context while being faithful to the ancient traditions of icons.  

The icons have not been arranged in themes or categories. Each icon hangs 

in its own right rather than being deliberately open to comparison with 

those that surround them. The name of the exhibition prompts us to view 

icons, not just as art, but as invitations to prayerful encounters with God in 

whose image we are created. 

  

                                                           
2 Techniques of Icon and Wall Painting, (Herefordshire, 2011) 
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Peter Blackwood 
The artist accepts commissions 
 

5 

The Resurrection 
  

from original by Mary KatsilometesAn original composition 
based on a watercolour from the web page of the 
Anastasis Studio of Iconography. 

for sale - $480 
 

23 

Hildegard of Bingen 
An original composition modelled on an etching. 'All of 
creation God gives to humankind to use. If this privilege is 
misused, God's justice permits creation to punish 
humanity. (Hildegard) 

not for sale 
 

 

37 
 

Thomas Merton 

Original composition from photos by John Howard Griffin. 

'We must never let our rligious ideas, customs, rituals, and 

conventions become more real to us than the Risen 

Christ.' (Merton, He is Risen, (Argus Communications, 

1975)) 

not for sale  
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April Blackwell 

30 

St Ignatius of Loyola 
  

The Saint contemplates the image of the Mandylion, the 
face of Jesus not painted with hands. 

not for sale 
 

 

Lois Brunt 
 

6 

Baptism of Christ 
  

An original composition. 'And when Jesus had been baptized, 
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on him.' (Matthew 3:16 ) 

for sale - $150 
 

1 

Annunciation 
  

 

 

 

An original composition in an Australian setting. ' In the 
sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth,  to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph…' (Luke 1:26-27 ) 

for sale - $300 
 
  



6 
 

8 

Christ walking on the Sea of Galilee 

An original composition in an Australian setting.  
'[Peter] became frightened, and beginning to sink, he  
cried out, "Lord, save me!"' (Matthew 14:30) 

for sale - $250 
 

 

 

Lisa Cooper 

4 

Christ Pantocrator 
(First Icon) 

20th century 
Coptic 

from original by Stephanos Produced for the ecumenical 
centre in Geneva, Switzerland. 

not for sale 
 

Rob Gallacher 
The artist accepts commissions 
25 

Anastasia  
Late 14th century, restored 1931 
Thessalonike, Greece 
Location: Hermitage, St Petersberg 

 
Originally in the St Anastasia Monastery, Thessaloniki. 
The Ottomans brought it to Russia about 1900. It was 
placed in the Hermitage in 1931 after the Revolution. 

for sale - $250 
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7 

Mandylion 
 c 15th century 
Norwegian version of Russian 

 
from original by Solrunn Nes, published in Mystical 
Language of Icons (2000)Woodwork is from Wesley 
Church, Geelong - the tops of pews removed in 1950. 

for sale - $750 
 

38 

 

The Baptism of Jesus 

An original composition. The traditional elements of the 
traditional icon have been set in an Australian context. 
Except for some ultramarine blue, all the ochres are from 
Australian sources. Mountains are modelled on the 
Bungle Bungles, the dead tree with the axe laid at its root 
stands in the Australian desert, while the fertile post 
baptism landscape produces a gum tree and a daisy. 
Aboriginal motifs signify an important component of 
Australian culture. Traditional icons show the baptismal 
waters cleansing pagan river gods. Here is is the power 
of the tank and the television this is overcome. 

Not for sale 

 

 

Norma Gallacher 

9 

The Good Shepherd 
  

Contemporary 
The oldest image of the Good Shepherd was found by 
chance at the end of 16th century in the Catacomb of 
Priscilla in Rome, painted in 2nd century. The artist has 
found the concept of Jesus the Shepherd uplifting. 

not for sale 

  



8 
 

Margaret Harper 

34 

The Baptism of the Lord 

Traditional image. Note the Freshwater Crocodile  
lurking under the bank, the Barramundi and the  
Desert Sheoke. 

for sale - $300 
 

20 

Archangel Raphael 
 

?18th century 
Ethiopian 

 
Location: Debre Birhan Selassie Gondar, Ethiopia 
Adapted from a wall painting and painted with Australian 
ochres from the Mowanjum Aboriginal Community in 
Western Australia. 

not for sale 
 

 

 

Wendy Langmore 
The artist accepts commissions 
31 

St Francis of Assisi 
  

20th century 

 
from original by Robert Lentz 
Australian bird images have been substituted for 
European ones in the original. 

not for sale 
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Terri McMillan 

33 

Nativity of Jesus Christ 
20th century 
Coptic 

'So they went with haste and found Mary and  
Joseph, and the child…' (Luke 2:16) 

not for sale 
 

 

Janet Medard 

35 

The Flight to Egypt 
20th century 
Coptic 
Location: St Mary at the Gulf at Cairo 

The mosaic was photographed and rewritten by 
Rob Gallacher.  'Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt… 
'(Matthew 2:14) 

not for sale 
 

Annette Packett 
The artist accepts commissions 

12 

Mother of God 
c 1600 
Crete 
Location: Private collection - Sydney 
The melancholy expression of the Mother of God 
suggests her foreknowledge of her Son's Crucifixion. 

for sale - $275 
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27 

St John the Baptist 
  

15th century 
Greek 
Location: Formerly the property of the Monastery of St 
Nicholas, Moscow  
 
from original by School of Andrei Rublev 
 
The saints hands are raised in supplication imploring the 
Saviour to intercede on behalf of erring humanity. 

for sale - $350 
 

32 

Washing the feet 
  

Ethiopian 

A popular subject for icons in Ethiopia.  'Simon 
Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my  
hands and my head!"'  (John 13:9) 

for sale - $400 
 
 
10 

The Virgin 
15th century 
Russian 
Location: Formerly in the Riabushinky Collectionfrom original by 
Early Moscow School 

The icon is a detail from a travelling iconostasis. 

not for sale 
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Marnie Rawlinson 
The artist accepts commissions 

19 

Mother of Perpetual Help 
19th century 
Rome 
Location: Redemptionist Monastery, Pennant Hills,  
NSW 

 
A prayer: Mother of Perpetual Help, today we face so many 
difficulties. Your picture tells us so much about you. It 
reminds us to reach out and help those in need. Help us 
understand that our lives belong to others as much as they 
belong to us. 

for sale - $250 
 

17 

Virgin Hodegatria 
c1250 
Byzantine 

 

 
Location: St Catherine's Monastery, Mt Sinai, Egypt 
Hodegatria (Greek: She who shows the way) depicts Mary 
indicating her son, Jesus, he is the way. 

not for sale 
 

26 

Archangel Michael 
  

c1550 
Syrian 

 
Location: Abbey Museum of Art and Archaeology Michael 
holds a globe shaped form of Emmanuel. 

not for sale 
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16 

The Mother of God of Smolensk 
  

19th - 20th century 
Russian 
Location: JD Cadry Collection 

Said to have been placed in the Cathedral of Smolensk in 
1101. 

for sale - $125 
 

24 

St Catherine of Alexandria 
  

1387 

Location: St Catherine's Monastery, Mt Sinai, Egypt 
from original by Martinus of Villanova 
The saint holds the palm of martyrdom and rests her left 
hand on a wheel of torture. 

for sale - $250 
 

 

Valerie Richardson 
The artist accepts commissions 
29 

John the Baptist 
  

1321 
Kosovo 
Location: Gracanica Monastery, Kosovo 

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the  
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near."' (Matthew 3:1-2) 

not for sale 
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21 

St George and the Dragon 
  

1660-1680 
Crete 
Location: Church of San Salvatore, Chania, Crete 
from original by Emmanuel Tzanes 
'Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God.' (Ephesians 6:17) 

not for sale 
 

11 

The Black Madonna 
  

1382 

Location: Jasna Gora Monastery 
from original by Luke the Evangelist (attributed) 
Damaged in 1430 and painted over. Legend that it was 
painted on cedar table made by Jesus the carpenter in 
the presence of Mary who related the life of Jesus as it 
was painted. 

not for sale 
 

 

Olga Valladares 

3 

Christ Pantocrator 
(First Icon) 

20th century 
Coptic 

from original by Stephanos 
Produced for the ecumenical centre in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

not for sale 
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Alice Vaughan 

18 

Madonna 
  

Russian 

Work done at class with Philip Davydov 
(St Petersburg) at Australian Catholic University, 
January 2015 

not for sale 
 

14 

Madonna and Child 
  

Italian 

'Mary treasured all these words and pondered them 
in her heart.' (Luke 2:19) 

for sale - $100 
 

 

 

 

15 

Madonna and Child 
  

1880 
Russian 
Location: England 

Original exhibited in Ballarat 2014 

not for sale 
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Jo Voight 
The artist accepts commissions 
28 

Mary Magdalene 
  

It is said that in conversation with Tiberius Caesar, Mary 
Magdalene bore witness to the resurrection of Christ. 
Caesar said, “A man could no more rise from the dead 
than that egg in your hand could turn red!” The egg did 
turn red. 

for sale - $280 
 

2 

Holy Trinity 
  

15th century 
Russian 
Location: Tretykov Gallery Moscow 
from original by Andrei Rublev 

 
'Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 
doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it.' (Hebrews 13:2) 

not for sale 
 

 

 

36 

Holy Angel Hesychia 
  

Russia 

Inspired by the Prosopon School 

for sale - $480 
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Helen Whyte 
The artist accepts commissions 
13 

Mother and Child 
  

1907 
English School 
Location: London 
from original by Mariann Prerndelsberg 
Arts and Crafts.  
 
'This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ (Luke 2:12) 

for sale - $380 
 

22 

Moses on Holy Ground 
  

18th century 
Coptic 

In 2014 the artist experimented with an Australian theme 
in which Moses is transferred to Uluru. The burning bush 
in transplanted to a different holy ground. 

for sale - $280 


